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Tuesday, June 2, is the planned 
opening day for season six of the 
SOAR Farmers Market at the 
MCA Plaza, 226 E. Chicago Ave. 

The Streeterville Organiza-
tion of Active Residents is hoping 
that City Hall will approve the 
Market’s opening day soon and 
say they are looking forward to 
bringing fresh locally-grown pro-
duce to Streeterville on Tuesdays 
during the season. 

The Market will look a bit 
different this year, based on 
new health guidelines requiring 
social distancing between tents 

Streeterville Farmers Market  
is on for June 2

By STEvEn DAHlMAn
Loop North News

Chicago loop Alliance says 
new portable toilets installed in 
the loop will help the homeless 
and help keep the loop clean.

“The root of what this organi-
zation does is keeping the loop 
clean and safe for everyone here, 
and that includes people experi-
encing homelessness,” said Chi-
cago loop Alliance President/
CEO Michael Edwards.

The toilets have been installed 
in the alley behind 7 W. Madison 
St. and the alley behind 112-116 
S. Michigan Ave. They will be 
there at least through May.

ClA says Chicago’s home-
less are struggling to find safe, 
clean restrooms because Gov. 
JB Pritzker’s stay-at-home order 
has closed most businesses to the 
public.

Edwards says homelessness is 
“an incredibly complex issue.”

“We hope to see it solved one 
day,” he said. “In the meantime, 
one thing we can do right now is 
provide public restrooms. It’s sim-

No art/music events this year  
but Loop Alliance installs  

portable toilets to help homeless
ple, but we think it’s impactful.”

The toilets – Basic Portable 
Restrooms from Service Sanita-
tion – will be cleaned by ClA’s 
“Clean Team.” Helping with the 
cost of the project is the School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago.

On April 27, ClA announced 
that due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, it has canceled its 2020 
season of ACTIvATE, a summer 
art and music event series that at-
tracts thousands of people to the 
loop.

Edwards says they will have “a 
new placemaking project more 
appropriate for the current cli-
mate” later in the year.

“While there are obvious pub-
lic health concerns, we also be-
lieve this is an opportunity to try 
some new placemaking ideas and 
continue to find ways to make 
the loop more engaging and fun, 
while working within the evolv-
ing public health guidelines,” he 
said.

ClA says since 2014 its ACTI-
vATE series has had $3.1 million 
of economic impact on businesses 
in the loop.

Life is never fair, and perhaps  
it is a good thing for most of us  
that it is not.        — Oscar Wilde

By JERRy nOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

Illinois’ census outreach coor-
dinators have had to adapt to a 
new reality during the COvID-
19 pandemic, and have now an-
nounced plans to put in-person 
outreach efforts on hold.  

“As drastic as this change has 
been for everyone, it’s the same 
thing for us,” said Marishonta 
Wilkerson, who was named co-
director of the state census office 
last September. 

Wilkerson and fellow co-direc-
tor Oswaldo Alvarez are leading 
Illinois’ $29 million outreach ef-
fort through their office within the 
Illinois Dept. of Human Services. 
Their positions were created by 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s June executive 
order aimed at maximizing par-
ticipation in the decennial head 
count. 

Census outreach ‘incredibly stymied’ 
by COVID-19 pandemic,  

in-person outreach efforts put on hold
The pair oversees a “hub and 

spoke” model in which funding 
passes through IDHS to 31 inter-
mediary organizations that lead 
outreach efforts in 12 regions of 
the state. Those organizations 
partner with other community 
groups to target outreach at a hy-
perlocal level. 

Thus far, Illinois has hovered in 
the top 10 for state self-response 
rate since the census portal 
opened on April 1. While Wilker-
son and Alvarez are pleased with 
the high ranking, they said there 
is room to grow the response rate 
– which was 64.2% as of May 13, 
putting Illinois in 8th place of all 
states. 

While good against the na-
tional average of 59.1%, the num-
bers were well below the state’s 
2010 final self-reporting tally of 
70.5%. In 2000, the self-response 
rate in Illinois was 69%. Illinois 

outpaced the national average 
of 66.5% in 2010 and 67.4% in 
2000.

There’s still time left to push 
this year’s numbers upward, as 
the self-response period deadline 
has been extended to Oct. 31. But 
for organizers, one difficulty is 
maintaining momentum as the 
pandemic puts door-knocking 
efforts on hold and strict social 
distancing requirements cancel 
the planned pizza parties, booths 
at fairs and local library events 
while driving outreach online. 

Anita Banerji, director of the 
Democracy Initiative of the non-
profit organization Forefront, 
agreed that 2020 is presenting 
challenges both foreseen and un-
foreseen. Forefront is partnered 
with the city of Chicago for com-
munity-based census outreach as 

census see p. 12

Like Hamlet of long ago, we bemoan the pain, sickness and suffering of 
our lives, especially  in these times of the Corona virus, but acknowledge 
that the alternative might be worse.

“To die, to sleep, perchance to dream, Aye, there’s the rub. For in sleep of 
death, what dreams may come?”                          Photo by James Matusik

and shoppers. They are now en-
couraging pre-order and pre-pay-
ment either online or via phone; 
however, onsite shopping will 
also be available, which of course 
is half the fun. 

The are now seeking farmers 
market volunteer ambassadors 
at the market to help them make 
certain that shoppers stay healthy 
while shopping, making certain 
that social distancing guidelines 
are followed. For more informa-
tion contact mfarrell@soarchi-
cago.org.

STORy AnD PHOTO  
By OlIvIA lEE
Medill News Service

On “Restaurant Row,” also 
known as Randolph St., in better 
times, diners lined up to spend 
their savings on an unforgettable 
gastronomic experience. 

now local restaurant owners 
and their staff, ordered shuttered 
by Gov. JB Pritzker and Mayor 
lori lightfoot, brace for several 
weeks more of near-zero income 
as it looks like June may be the 
time they’re allowed to partially 
reopen. It’s looking now like the 
local hospitality industry will 
face 17-weeks of closure.

That decision left Sam Toia, 
president and CEO of the Illinois 
Restaurant Assoc. [IRA], flab-
bergasted in that the state and 
city chose not to consult with his 
organization and other industry 
leaders. “We’re the largest pri-
vate-sector employer in the state 
of Illinois. We’re having some 
communication now, but the 
plans are already out there,” he 
told reporter and restaurant critic 
Phil vettel. 

Restaurants opened in Indiana 
and Wisconsin last week, where 
many local residents have been 
seen escaping to from a locked-
down Illinois.

According to the IRA, at the 
beginning of 2020, the restau-
rant industry had 594,000 work-
ers statewide. As of last week, 
321,000 were on unemployment 
or furlough.

“That’s not a pretty picture,” 

Whether greeting guests, running food, bussing tables or orchestrating her 
staff, there is no other job Gina Stefani would rather do than be a restaura-
teur. That dream job is now on hold.

How a local restaurateur is dealing 
with the economic shutdown

said Toia. “The state is underes-
timating our ability to operate 
safely.”

On the quieter Madison St., two 
blocks south of Restaurant Row, 
lies a stationery store owned by a 
mother and daughter, a small used 
bookstore that smells of dusty 
paper and glue, and a restaurant, 
MAD Social, that celebrated its 
fourth anniversary in February, 
just before being shut down.

There the hostess used to bring 
guests to their tables just like 
clockwork. no more… no more 
meals are served inside. Bus-
boys no longer “manicure” rustic 
brown tables. Food runners, serv-
ers and bartenders have all gone 
home… no more memorable meal 
and exceptional service. 

Meet 35-year-old Gina Stefani, 
owner and manager of the new 
American gastropub, MAD So-
cial.

The restaurant joined 14 other 
establishments as part of the 
family-owned Stefani Restaurant 
Group, which was started on Ful-
lerton in lincoln Park by Stefani’s 
father 40 years ago. “So many of 
my memories growing up, like a 
special occasion, a birthday, an 
anniversary or a holiday, were 
spent within the restaurants and 
with our staff. All of my favorite 
memories involve food,” said Ste-
fani, who once worked 12-hour 
days during the summer at Cast-
aways, her family’s boathouse on 
north Avenue Beach. That facil-
ity has, of course, been shuttered 
all Spring.

“I think that’s where I got a 
taste of the adrenaline rush of 
the industry. you’re running 
around in organized chaos.” Af-
ter working in public affairs and 

dealing see p. 12

What to do  
when your employee  

tests positive for COVID-19,  
Story on page 7

Legal eagles… 
Congrats to Lincoln 
Parker Todd A. Smith. 
He and his law partner, 
Brian LaCien, have 
formed Smith LaCien 
LLP, a personal injury 

law firm concentrating in catastrophic 
injury, wrongful death and medical 
malpractice cases, at 70 W. Madison St.
The pair had previously practiced law 
at Power, Rogers & Smith 
and has more than 60 years 
of combined experience as 
trial lawyers with more than 
$2 billion in verdicts and 
settlements and some 100 
cases with results of at least 
$1 million. (Wow, I know 
who I’m calling if I ever have 
the need.)
Now you may be thinking, 
why would anyone start a law 
firm in the middle of a global 
health and financial crisis?
“Starting a law firm during 
a pandemic is challenging, but it can’t 
compare to the challenges our injured 
clients face every day,” said Smith, who 
received his law degree from Loyola U. 
School of Law. “We are inspired by the 
people we represent and work hard to 

help them receive a just resolution to 
their case.”
“Early in my career, I learned that 
having a deep understanding of a 
client’s situation would lead to more 
effective representation,” said Smith, 
who is married to attorney Marcia 
Friedel-Smith. “I strive to help 
clients receive fair and reasonable 
compensation at a time in their lives 

when so such support is 
needed.”
In a recent case against 
the city, Smith and LaCien 
obtained a $9.5 million 
settlement for a bicyclist who 
suffered a head injury when 
his tire got caught in an 
exposed trolley rail crack. In 
another case, Smith obtained 
a $20 million settlement 
for a college student who 
suffered severe brain damage 
while undergoing heart 
surgery.

Both Smith and LaCien have a lengthy 
list of impressive accomplishments, 
way too many to list. We wish them 
well and congratulate them both on 
their new endeavor.

Lincoln Parker Todd 
Smith has opened the 
personal injury law 
firm Smith LaCien 
with business partner 
Brian LaCien.


